
 

 

EAST GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 Kent County, Michigan 

REGULAR Meeting of the East Grand Rapids Board of Education 
The James E. Morse Administration Center at Woodcliff, 2915 Hall Street SE  

East Grand Rapids, MI  49506.   For Information -Phone 616-235-3535. 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

AGENDA 

 1. Meeting Called to Order 
 
 2. Acknowledgement of Guests 

3. Public Comments 

4. Board Secretary’s Report - Communications to and from the Board – Mrs. 
Trierweiler  

5. High School Student Council President’s Report – Ms. Sonia Nicola 

6. EGREA President’s Report – Mrs. Shelly Schram 

7. Recognition of: 

A.  East Grand Rapids Board of Education Members for School Board Recognition 
Month January 2010 – Dr. Sara M. Shubel (Enclosure #7A) 

      B.  Principals’ Week – February 14-20, 2010 – Dr. Sara M. Shubel (Enclosure #7B) 

C. Dave Ghareeb – 2009 NFHS (National Federation of State High School 
Associations) Coaches Association National Coach of the Year – Boys Golf – 
Mrs. Jenny Fee 

Presentation: 

8.   First Reading of Revised Policy #8300 and #8300-R (Code of Student Conduct) 
(Enclosure #8) 

9.   First Reading of Revised Policy #9230 and #9230-R (School Volunteers)  (Enclosure 
#9)  
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Action Items - Consent Agenda:  

 Background: In order to save time during the meeting, we are using a 
Consent Agenda.  Items in the Consent Agenda include 
those that are routine or have been previously discussed by 
the Board of Education.  Any Board Member may request to 
have any item removed for a separate discussion and vote. 

   Recommendation: Motion to approve the Consent Agenda Numbers 10 
through 14. 

10. Approval of Minutes of REGULAR MEETING of 12/14/09  (Enclosure #10) 

11. Approval of Minutes of SPECIAL MEETING of 12/14/09  (Enclosure #11) 

12. Approval of Minutes of SPECIAL MEETING of 01/04/10 (Enclosure #12) 

13. Approval of Payment of Bills for December 2009 (Enclosure #13) 

   14. Approval of Overnight Student Activities  (Enclosure #14) 

  Background: In accordance with Board of Education Policy #7490, the 
High School has a European trip as outlined in Enclosure 
#14 for approval by the Board.  

  Recommendation: Motion to approve the High School European trip as 
outlined in Enclosure #14. 

Other Action Items: 

15. Approval of Resolution to Call Election for Non-Homestead Tax Renewal 
(Enclosure #15) 

  Background: The Administration requests approval by the Board of 
Education for a resolution authorizing the call for election 
for the Non-Homestead Tax Renewal on the May 4, 2010 
regular election as listed in Enclosure #15. 

  Recommendation: Motion to approve the resolution authorizing the call for 
election for the Non-Homestead Tax Renewal on the May 4, 
2010 regular election.  

Administrative Reports 

16. Superintendent 

• Board of Education Election 

• Town Hall Meeting – Legislative Committee, February 8 at 7 p.m. 
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17. Assistant Supt. for Business 

• January Revenue Conference Update 

• Second Semester Budget Reductions 

• Ning Website 

18. Assistant Supt. for Instruction 

A. Martin Luther King Day Update 

B. Professional Development Update 

19. Board Representative Report 
 
   EGR Schools Foundation Update – Steve Edison  
 
20. Adjournment 

 
*  Minutes for this meeting will be available in the Superintendent’s Office at 2915 Hall Street SE, East 

Grand Rapids, MI  49506. 

**  If you plan to attend and have a special need and require accommodation to attend this meeting, 
please contact Dr. Sara M. Shubel, Superintendent, at 235-3535.                                           
Superintendent’s Office – 01/26/2010   


	REGULAR Meeting of the East Grand Rapids Board of Education
	Administrative Reports
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School Board Recognition Month  
Whereas, Maintaining and supporting public education for Michigan's youth is a basic duty of 
state government as established in Article VIII, section 2 of Michigan's constitution of 1963; and,  


Whereas, Michigan relies on public education to ensure a prosperous quality of life and the 
competitiveness of our state's economy; and, 


Whereas, Michigan's elected school board members are dedicated public servants who commit 
themselves to many hours of time and effort on behalf of their school districts and communities; 
and, 


Whereas, Since 1949, the Michigan Association of School Boards has demonstrated civic duty 
by deliberating decisions that fundamentally enrich and enhance the quality of education for 
Michigan's students; and, 


Whereas, The theme of this year's celebration, School Boards Lead Strong, reflects the devoted 
efforts of board members whose actions and decisions are crucial in shaping the education and 
future of our next generation so it can successfully compete in a global society; 


Now, Therefore, be it Resolved, That I, Jennifer M. Granholm, governor of the state of 
Michigan, do hereby proclaim January 2010 School Board Recognition Month in Michigan.  I 
encourage all citizens to recognize and acknowledge the many important contributions school 
board members make to our children and communities. 
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Principals' Week  
Whereas, Principals' Week is dedicated to recognizing the significant contributions of Michigan's 
elementary and middle school principals and the dedication they have for providing quality 
educational experiences and guidance to their students; and,  


Whereas, Together, teachers and principals strive to create a conducive environment for 
students to learn and strive to encourage students to continue to learn as it is a lifelong process; 
and, 


Whereas, Though change may be uncomfortable, principals have recognized that it is essential 
for growth as the use of technology is a driving global focus in communication and information; 
and, 


Whereas, Child advocacy is within the role of the educator, and principals act as the liaison 
between the school and the community to ensure that the school's undertakings and 
achievements are recognized; and, 


Whereas, Principals work to provide a positive support system to empower their students and to 
give them the right tools they need to succeed; 


Now, Therefore, be it Resolved, That I, Jennifer M. Granholm, governor of the state of 
Michigan, do hereby proclaim the week of February 14, 2010, Principals' Week in Michigan.  I 


ncourage all citizens to support the efforts of school principals in their communities. e 
 








 
8300 Code of Student Conduct                    8300 
 
 Students have a responsibility not only to make a maximum effort toward 
academic achievement, but also must make an effort to behave properly in any school 
situation. A primary objective of the East Grand Rapids School District is to assist all 
students in developing into responsible, self-disciplined individuals who exercise full 
freedom of decision making within their rights of citizenship. The school’s 
responsibility is to support the students through this process recognizing that some 
students will learn more rapidly than others will. 
 
 In addition to observing and understanding all of the rules of conduct of the school 
and District, students are expected to recognize that there are established channels 
through which rules and conditions can be reviewed and appealed. 
 
 Students who operate outside of their legal rights and responsibilities, or who 
violate Board policy and/or school rules will be subject to disciplinary action under the 
Procedures for Discipline as outlined in Board Policy #8383.  In addition, students who 
violate local, state or federal laws will be referred to the East Grand Rapids Public Safety 
Department. 
 
Problem Solving Process 
 
  The following process is suggested for problem solving and communication 
within the district: 
 
1. Talk to the Teacher/Coach first. 
 
2. If the problem is not resolved, talk to the Principal. 
 
3. If the Principal cannot help, talk to the Superintendent. 
 
4. If the Superintendent cannot help, the Board of Education may be contacted. 
 
Parent/Guardian Responsibilities 
 
 Parents/guardians are expected to insure regular and punctual attendance of their 
children, establish and maintain appropriate communications with the school and assume 
responsibility for working cooperatively with the school personnel in resolving 
behavioral problems. 
 
Teacher Responsibilities      
 


In addition to providing a good example to students, teachers are expected to: 
 1. Know and enforce the rules and policies of the school and administer discipline 
consistently and fairly; 
 2. Seek conferences with parents and other school personnel in an effort to 
understand students who present behavioral problems. 
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Deleted:  







 
 
8300 Code of Student Conduct             8300-2 
 
Student Responsibilities 
 
 All students are expected to abide by the Code of Student Conduct policies 8305 
through 8397 regarding criminal activities, including use of controlled substances and 
substance abuse during the school year on school property and at school activities.    All 
students are prohibited from the use, possession, purchase, sale or distribution of any 
form, or those represented as such, of tobacco, alcoholic beverages, inhalants, marijuana, 
illicit drugs, or drug paraphernalia during the entire school year at any place, 
commencing with the beginning of the school year or the first co-curricular activity, 
whichever comes first and continuing through the end of the school year or the last 
scheduled co-curricular activity of the school year, whichever comes last. 
 
 Co-curricular activities are an integral part of the East Grand Rapids Public Schools 
and attendance and participation in them is regarded as a privilege. Students are expected 
to conduct themselves in such a manner as not to bring discredit or embarrassment to the 
school, the group they represent or themselves.  
 
High School 
 
 High School students who participate in co-curricular activities which are not part 
of an academic class are expected to maintain a 2.0 grade point average.  Those 
students participating in high school athletics are further bound by the rules and 
regulations of the Michigan High School Athletic Association which requires passing 
four classes in order to participate. 
 
Middle School 
 
 Middle school students who participate in co-curricular activities are expected to 
maintain a “C” letter grade average. Those students participating in middle school 
athletics are further bound by the rules and regulations of the Michigan High School 
Athletic Association which requires passing four classes in order to participate. Student 
behavior will also be a determining factor for participation in co-curricular activities. 
 
 
Approved:   
Legal Ref: MCL 380.11a, Act 289 effective 1996 
 
 


Deleted: interscholastic 


Deleted: sports 


Deleted: may not have more than one 
grade of a D or lower.  Any student who 
has more than one D or lower will not be 
eligible to play or attend practices for one 
week.  At the end of each eligibility 
check, the student and parent of any 
ineligible student will be notified.  A 
student will be precluded from 
interscholastic sports and practices until 
the student’s grade is above a D.  


Deleted: and citizenship 


Deleted: interscholastic sports


Deleted: June 12, 2006







8300-R  Code of Student Conduct 
 
The primary objective of student discipline and control is to produce a school 
environment in which complete attention is directed to instructional activities. Good 
discipline should assist in the development of personal maturity of each student so that 
he/she enhances the efforts of teachers and other pupils in the learning process and, 
therefore, does not disrupt either the classroom or the instruction that is taking place. 
Positive discipline reinforcement should also assist students in becoming productive, self-
directed citizens within the school in preparation for assuming adult responsibilities. 
 
In addition to reviewing the Code of Student Conduct policies 8305 through 8397, any 
additional requirements and/or rules by a co-curricular leader/coach must be signed by 
the student and parent(s)/guardian(s) before participation will be allowed. These 
additional rules and regulations must be submitted in writing to the building administrator 
and Superintendent for approval. The Board of Education shall be informed of such rules. 
 
A student who has below a 2.0 average in a marking period will be required to regularly 
attend tutorial sessions for a minimum of one (1) marking period. At the end of each 
marking period, the student’s progress will be evaluated and it will be determined 
whether or not a student participating in a co-curricular activity will be required to 
continue attending the tutorial sessions. This decision will be determined after 
consultation with the student, classroom teacher, the tutor, counselor and Principal. A 
student may be precluded from a co-curricular activity until either the student’s G.P.A. is 
2.0 or above, or the tutor, counselor, and Principal determine it is in the student’s best 
interest to again participate in co-curricular activities. 
 
Those students participating in high school athletics are further bound by the rules and 
regulations of the Michigan High School Athletic Association which include a minimum 
.8 G.P.A. in order to participate. Drama students must also meet the minimum G.P.A. to 
participate. 
 
A Middle school student who has below a C average in a marking period will be required 
to regularly attend tutorial sessions for a minimum of one (1) marking period. At the end 
of each marking period, the student’s progress will be evaluated and it will be determined 
whether or not a student participating in a co-curricular activity will be required to 
continue attending the tutorial sessions. This decision will be determined after 
consultation with the student, classroom teacher, the tutor, counselor, and Principal or 
designee. A student may be precluded from co-curricular activities until either a student’s 
C average is improved upon or the tutor, counselor, and Principal or designee determine 
it is in the student’s best interest to again participate in co-curricular activities. Student 
behavior will also be a determining factor for participation in co-curricular activities. 


Deleted: Middle school students who 
participate in interscholastic sports may 
not have more than one grade of a D or 
lower. Any student who has more than 
one D or lower will not be eligible to play 
or attend practices for one week. At the 
end of each eligibility check, the student 
and parent(s)/guardian(s) of any 
ineligible student will be notified. A 
student will be precluded from 
interscholastic sports and practices until 
the student’s grade is above a D. 


Deleted: and citizenship 


Deleted:  interscholastic sports
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9230 School Volunteers 9230 
 
The Board of Education recognizes that certain programs and activities can be enhanced 
through the use of volunteers who have particular knowledge or skills that will be helpful 
to members of the professional staff responsible for the conduct of those programs and 
activities. 
 
The Superintendent (or designee) shall be responsible for recruiting community 
volunteers, reviewing their capabilities, and making appropriate placements. S/He shall 
not be obligated to make use of volunteers whose abilities are not in accord with District 
needs. 
 
Any person who volunteers to work with the District shall be screened through one or 
more of the following: the Internet Criminal History Access Tool (ICHAT), Internet sites 
for the Sex Offenders Registry (SOR) list, and/or the Offender Tracking Information 
System (OTIS) prior to being allowed to participate in any activity or program. 
 
The purposes of a school volunteer program are: 
 
1. To increase the educational achievement of students; 
2. To provide enrichment experiences beyond those that the school can provide; 
3. To provide more effective utilization of teacher time and skills; 
4. To give more individual attention to students who need it; and 
5. To promote greater community involvement in the academic and co-curricular 


programs of the District. 
 
General Principles 
The volunteer program of the District is at all times guided by the principles and policies 
of the District. 
 
Volunteers serve in a supportive capacity with the direction and supervision of the 
building Principal, Athletic Director or other certified school personnel. 
 
A volunteer is not a substitute for a member of the school staff, but does supply 
supportive services. 
 
A volunteer does not have access to confidential files and records. 
 
Wherever possible, volunteers are assigned to the particular school where they wish to 
serve. 
 
The relationship between volunteers and the school staff should be one of mutual respect 
and confidence. 
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9230 School Volunteers 9230-2 
 
All school volunteers work under the direction of the school staff and provide supportive 
services to them.  Volunteers assist teachers and will only be assigned to those staff 
members who request them. 
 
All students are expected to obey directives and instructions given to them by authorized 
volunteers of the District.  Failure to abide by directives and instruction given by an 
authorized District Volunteer may result in disciplinary action under the Code of Student 
Conduct.  School volunteers serving in the District without financial compensation are 
bound by the policies, rules/ regulations, and procedures of the District.  They are to be 
supervised by each building Principal or other authorized school employees. 
 
Approved:   
 
 


Deleted: June 9, 2003


Deleted: Page Break
9230 School Volunteers 9230-2¶
¶







9230-R School Volunteers 9230-R 


General Guidelines 


Each school, in collaboration with the Superintendent’s office, will initiate and direct its 


volunteer program.  


The Role of the Principal 


It is the Principal’s responsibility in collaboration with the Superintendent’s office: 


1. To determine the scope and nature of the volunteer program in the building; 


2. To provide an annual orientation that includes the importance of confidentiality 


when working with students and staff. 


Athletic Department Volunteers 
 
Upon the request of the Athletic Director, and with the approval of the Superintendent, 
volunteers may be used within the Athletic Department.   Volunteers serving in such a 
capacity shall be authorized by the District to enforce the established rules and 
regulations of the District.  Specific training may be given to such volunteers on 
appropriate methods and approaches to be used in supervising student behavior 
connected with athletic events.   


Deleted: s


Deleted: s
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Our Mission 
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Educating and inspiring each 
student to navigate successfully 


in a global community. 


EAST GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 Kent County, Michigan 


REGULAR Meeting of the East Grand Rapids Board of Education 
The James E. Morse Administration Center at Woodcliff, Community Board Room,  


2915 Hall Street, SE.,  
East Grand Rapids, MI  49506. 


For Information, call 616-235-3535. 
Monday, December 14, 2009 


5:00 p.m. 


Minutes  


The REGULAR MEETING of the East Grand Rapids Public Schools Board of Education, 
Kent County, Michigan, was held on Monday, December 14, 2009 in the Community 
Board Room of the James E. Morse Administration Center at Woodcliff, 2915 Hall St., 
SE, East Grand Rapids, MI  49506. 
 
Board of Education: 
Present: Mr. Brian Ellis, Mr. Steve Edison, Mrs. Stacy Trierweiler, Mrs. Julie 


Ridenour, Mr. Peter Ruppert, Mrs. A. Michelle Rabideau, and Mr. 
Robert Minnema 


Administration: Dr. Sara M. Shubel, Mr. Kevin Philipps, Mr. Peter Stuursma, Mrs. 
Jenny Fee, Mrs. Heidi Sunderhaft, Mrs. Linda Kehm, Mrs. Wendy 
VanZegeren, Mrs. Jann VanAirsdale, and Mr. Doug Jenkins 


 
Meeting Called to Order 
Mr. Ellis called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. He stated that Dr. Shubel would make 
an announcement. Dr. Shubel announced and congratulated Mrs. Linda Kehm, 
Principal at Lakeside Elementary, on recently being awarded the Region 9 Excellence 
Award by the Michigan Elementary and Middle School Principals Association. 
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Recognition of: 


2009 Division 3 Girls Swimming and Diving State Championship Team – Dr. Sara  
Shubel, Mr. Brian Ellis and Mr. Scott Robertson 


Congratulations were given and certificates were presented to each of the team 
members. 


2009 Division 3 Football State Championship Team – Dr. Sara Shubel, Mr. Peter 
Stuursma, Mr. Brian Ellis and Mr. Scott Robertson 


There were three captains of the football team present to accept certificates on behalf of 
the team. 


Acknowledgement of Guests - None 


Public Comments – Mr. Ellis explained the ground rules and then opened the floor 
for public comments: 


Mr. Edison announced he will seek a second term on the Board this spring. 


Jessica Kane – 3160 Hall Street – Skyping from school in Boston –commented about 
proposed second semester budget reductions. 


Tamera Christians - 1111 Idema Drive SE – commented about proposed second 
semester budget reductions. 


Emma Hall - 2600 Albert Drive SE – commented about proposed second semester 
budget reductions. 


Cicely Schonberg - 2035 Hall Street SE – commented about proposed second 
semester budget reductions. 


Traci Douglas – 2908 Hall Street SE – commented about proposed second semester 
budget reductions. 


Beth Milanowski – 2640 Hall Street – parent and PTA President at Lakeside – 
commented about proposed second semester budget reductions. 


Laurie Kane – 3160 Hall Street SE – commented about proposed second semester 
budget reductions. 


Miles Murphy – lives outside of EGR – graduated from EGR last year – commented 
about proposed second semester reductions. 


Dan Cook – 151 Glenview Drive SE – alumni – commented about proposed second 
semester budget reductions. 


Lena Kremin – 802 San Jose SE – commented about proposed second semester 
budget reductions. 
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Michelle Battle – 1117 Pinecrest SE – teacher and parent – commented about 
proposed second semester budget reductions. 


Trish Reid – 2333 El Dorado SE – commented about proposed second semester 
budget reductions. 


Anthony Stockton – 2355 Burchard Street SE – commented about proposed second 
semester budget reductions. 


Chris Kenward – 4078 Tallman Creek Road NW – commented about proposed 
second semester budget reductions. 


Holly Goulet – 2062 Frederick Drive SE – commented about proposed second 
semester budget reductions. 


Linda Kehm – Lakeside Principal – commented about proposed second semester 
budget reductions. 


Eugene McElwee – 2554 Berwyck SE – commented about proposed second semester 
budget reductions. 


Board Secretary’s Report - Communications to and from the Board – Mrs. 
Trierweiler  


Mrs. Trierweiler stated that the Board received a thank you card from Jackie Burdick 
(BD Reading Teacher) for the gift card to Schuler’s following her surgery, and 
received communications on proposed budget reductions from the following 
people: 


Abby Smith  Rebecca Johnson  Jeff Kallil 
Matthew Bates  Jessica Kane   Erin Shadowens 
Sami Condi  Lena Kremin   Steven Tharp 
Brad McMullen  Katie Tucker   Daniel Koch 
Jane Adams  Cameron Burnette  Marijke Kremin 
Cecelia McDonald Barb Fransen-Kelley Ariel Lessens 
Anne Murkowski Mike and Trish Reid Megan C. Turwall 
Chris Kenward  B. Garter   Stacy Roberts 
Julia Hickey  Kenneth Bonning  Marjolijn van der Velde 
Christy Biermacher Michelle Day   Carol Distel 
Jeannine Frazier  David and Britt Campbell Traci Douglas 
Sarah Burnette  Marni Vyn   Jake Benham 
Kurt Reifinger  Mary Elderkin  Kate Randall 
Amanda Wenger Tamara Christians  Jennifer Higgins 
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High School Student Council President’s Report – Ms. Sonia Nicola 


Ms. Nicola apologized for not making the last meeting, she had basket ball practice. 
She stated that the Arts and Crafts show raised about the same amount as last year. 
The annual food drive was successful and food baskets were delivered to 63 families 
on Saturday morning. The High School will be pairing with Relay for Life for a fund 
raiser called, “Paint the Stands Purple.” This will be during one of the upcoming 
basketball games. 


EGREA President’s Report – Mrs. Shelly Schram 


Mrs. Schram thanked everyone who attended the EGREA holiday party. As an aside 
she noted that the Middle School Math Department will be holding a Mathathon a fund 
raiser for St. Jude Children’s Hospital. She wished everyone a safe and happy holiday 
season.  


Action Items - Consent Agenda:  


 Background: In order to save time during the meeting, we are using a 
Consent Agenda.  Items in the Consent Agenda include 
those that are routine or have been previously discussed 
by the Board of Education.  Any Board Member may 
request to have any item removed for a separate 
discussion and vote. 


   Recommendation: Motion to approve the Consent Agenda Numbers _ 8_ 
through 11 . 


Approval of Minutes of REGULAR MEETING of 11/23/09  (Enclosure #8) 


Approval of Minutes of SPECIAL MEETING of 11/23/09  (Enclosure #9) 


Approval of November Payment of Bills (Enclosure #10) 


Approval of Overnight Student Activities  (Enclosure #11) 


In accordance with Board of Education Policy #7490, the district has an additional 
overnight athletic trip as outlined in Enclosure #11 for approval by the Board.  


Mr. Edison moved to approve items in the Consent Agenda Numbers _8_ through _11 . 
Mrs. Rabideau seconded the motion. Motion passed 7-0.  


Other Action Items: 


Approval of Wireless Technology Purchase – 2006 Bond (Enclosure #12) 


The district has an opportunity to expand the capabilities of the wireless network with 
remaining technology funds from the 2006 Bond. The district has worked with the 
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existing technology vendors from the 2006 Bond to obtain pricing and with the Board’s 
approval, propose entering into an agreement with Enterasys Networks. The Finance 
and Facilities Committee’s have reviewed the proposal and recommend approval. 


Mrs. Ridenour moved to approve the expenditure of $150,000 from the 2006 
construction fund to purchase the recommended wireless technology from Enterasys 
Networks as recommended by the Finance and Facilities Committee’s. Mrs. Trierweiler 
seconded the motion. There were comments and discussion from the Board. Motion 
passed 7-0. 


Approval of Budget Reduction Recommendations for 2nd Semester (Enclosure #13) 


As discussed at last month’s amended budget presentation, recommendations to reduce 
budgeted expenditures for the 2009-10 fiscal year are being presented to reduce the 
projected use of fund equity to balance the 2009-10 fiscal year budget. The Finance 
Committee has reviewed the proposed reductions and recommend approval. Dr. 
Shubel gave a statement regarding school funding and the state of the economy. 


Mrs. Ridenour moved to approve the revised recommended budget reductions for the 
beginning of the second semester as presented and officially amend budget 
expenditures to reflect the implementation of the reductions. Mr. Minnema seconded 
the motion. Board members and administrators clearly stated the fact that if the state 
funding situation for public schools remains the same we will be looking at dozens of 
layoffs for next year’s budget.  Motion passed 7-0. 


Administrative Reports 


Superintendent 


Race to the Top (RTTT) – Federal education reform funds – last week we received a 
letter from the State Superintendent that they need to have all school districts sign a 
resolution to participate in the RTTT. Signatures would be needed by the 
Superintendent, Board President and the Association President and resolutions 
approved prior to January 7, 2010.  At this point there is not a lot of information to 
present to the Board. One option given was to study the Race to the Top and have 
the resolution presented at a special meeting of the Board prior to the January 7 
deadline. Mr. Ruppert moved to have the resolution approved this evening. Mrs. 
Ridenour seconded the motion. There was discussion by the Board. Motion failed 3-
4. Voting no – Mr. Ellis, Mr. Edison, Mrs. Rabideau and Mr. Minnema. The Board 
asked Dr. Shubel and her staff to get more information concerning the Race to the 
Top and to bring the information and the resolution for consideration to a Special 
Meeting of the Board on January 4, 2010 at 5:00 pm. 


Assistant Supt. for Business 


Budget Workshop Date –February 15, 2010 – 6:00 pm 


Assistant Supt. for Instruction – No report this month. 
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Board Representative Report – No reports this month. 
 
 


 


Adjournment 


Mr. Ellis adjourned the meeting at 6:45 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Stacy Trierweiler, Secretary 
East Grand Rapids Public Schools Board of Education 
 


*  Minutes for this meeting will be available in the Superintendent’s Office at 2915 Hall Street SE, East Grand Rapids, MI  49506. 


** If you plan to attend and have a special need and require accommodation to attend this meeting, please contact Dr. Sara M. Shubel, 
Superintendent, at 235-3535.                                           
Superintendent’s Office – 12/15/09   
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EAST GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


Kent County, Michigan 
 


SPECIAL MEETING of the East Grand Rapids Board of Education 
 Community Board Room in the  


James E. Morse Administration Center at Woodcliff,  
East Grand Rapids, MI  49506 


Questions may be directed to 616-235-3535 
 
 


Monday, December 14, 2009 
7:00 p.m. 


 
MINUTES 


The SPECIAL MEETING (Superintendent Mid-Year Evaluation) of the East Grand 
Rapids Public Schools Board of Education, Kent County, Michigan, was held on 
Monday, December 14, 2009 in the Lobby Conference Room of the James E. Morse 
Administration Center at Woodcliff, 2915 Hall Street SE, East Grand Rapids, MI  
49506. 
 
Board of Education: 


 
Present:  Mr. Brian Ellis, Mr. Steve Edison, Mrs. Stacy Trierweiler, Mrs. Julie 
Ridenour, Mr. Peter Ruppert, Mrs. Michelle Rabideau and Mr. Robert Minnema 


 
Administration: Dr. Sara Shubel 
 


Meeting Called to Order 


Mr. Ellis called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.  


Public Comments - None 


Closed Session for Superintendent Mid-Year Evaluation (Roll call vote required) 
 
Mr. Edison moved to go into Closed Session, as requested in a letter to the Board by Dr. 
Shubel, for the purpose of the Superintendent Mid-Year Evaluation*  Mr. Minnema 
seconded the motion. Motion passed 7-0. Yes votes: Mr. Ellis, Mr. Edison, Mrs. 
Trierweiler, Mrs. Ridenour, Mr. Ruppert, Mrs. Rabideau and Mr. Minnema.  
 


Return to Special Session  (Roll call not required) 


Mr. Edison moved to return to regular session. Mr. Minnema seconded the motion. 
Motion passed 7-0. The Board returned to regular session at 8:25 p.m.  
 
Any Other Matters to Come Before the Board - None 







Adjournment 


Mr. Ellis adjourned the meeting at 8:28 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stacy L. Trierweiler, Secretary   
East Grand Rapids Board of Education 
 


 
*  Michigan Open Meetings Act of 1976, MCLA 15.268, Sec. 8 (a) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SLT/aht 
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EAST GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


2915 Hall Street SE 
East Grand Rapids, MI 49506 


 
Sara M. Shubel, Ph.D. Superintendent’s Office 
Superintendent Phone: (616) 235-3535 
 FAX: (616) 235-6730 


 


MINUTES  
The SPECIAL MEETING of the East Grand Rapids Public Schools Board of Education, Kent County, Michigan, 
was held on Monday, January 4, 2010 in the Communit6y Board Room of the James E. Morse Administration 
Center at Woodcliff, 2915 Hall Street SE, East Grand Rapids, MI  49506. 
 
Board of Education: 


 
Present:  Mr. Brian Ellis, Mr. Steve Edison, Mrs. Stacy Trierweiler, Mrs. Julie Ridenour, and Mr. Robert 


Minnema 
 


Absent:  Mr. Peter Ruppert and Mrs. Michelle Rabideau 
 
Administration: Dr. Sara Shubel, Mrs. Jeanne Glowicki, Mr. Kevin Philipps and Mr. Doug Jenkins 
 


Meeting Called to Order 


Mr. Ellis called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  


Acknowledgement of Guests – None 


Public Comments –  


Rose VanderWeele - 647 Rosewood spoke regarding mid year budget reductions. 


Christine Wagenfuehr - 2147 Englewood spoke regarding mid year budget reductions. 


Jon VanderWeele - 647 Rosewood regarding mid year budget reductions. 


Race To The Top (Enclosure #4) (Enclosure #4A) (Enclosure #4B) (Enclosure #4C) (Enclosure #4D) (Enclosure #4E) 
(Enclosure #4F) 
 
 Dr. Shubel let the Board know that this is a Federal Grant that many states are vying for. She referenced the various 
enclosures. She noted that East Grand Rapids Public Schools already has the four main components of the grant in place. 
Also, there is no guarantee that the State of Michigan will even be chosen to receive the grant. Also, particulars of the 
grant may change in the next year or two so it may be in the best interest of East Grand Rapids Public Schools to hold off 
for now and once all components are in place look at this grant again. Dr. Shubel is recommending that the Board not sign 
on to the grant. There were questions and discussion by the Board. The Board decided that they would not like to support 
the resolution. 
 
Any Other Matters to Come Before the Board – None 
Dr. Shubel announced that Ms. Thomasma handed in her resignation today. She thanked her for her years of service and 
wished her the best of luck in her new position. Mr. Ellis also thanked Ms. Thomasma and wished her well. 
 
Mr. Ellis announced that the Board meeting scheduled on January 25, 2010 has been changed to take place on January 26, 
2010 at 7:00 pm. He also noted that the regular Board meeting scheduled for February 22, 2010 will begin at 6:00 pm, not 
7:00 pm. 







Adjournment 


Mr. Ellis adjourned the meeting at 6:24 p.m. 


 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stacy L. Trierweiler, Secretary   
East Grand Rapids Board of Education 
 
 
*   Minutes for this meeting will be available in the Superintendent’s Office at 2915 Hall St. SE, East Grand Rapids, MI  
49506.  The phone number is 235-3535. 
 
** If you plan to attend and have a special need and require accommodation to attend this meeting, please contact Dr. 
Sara M. Shubel at 235-3535.                                                       aht        01/05/10 
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EAST GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


BUSINESS OFFICE 


MEMORANDUM 
 


Date: January 26, 2010 


To: Dr. Sara Shubel, Superintendent 
The Board of Education 


From: Kevin D. Philipps, Assistant Superintendent for Business 


Subject: December 2009 Payment of Bills 


 


APPROVE December General Fund – checks #116866 through #117077 in the total 
amount of $1,095,436.53 with the exception of voided check #117003 and 
#117065. 


APPROVE December Capital Projects 2006 Fund – checks #1456 through #1458 in 
the total amount of $13,194.00.   


APPROVE December Capital Projects 2007 Fund – checks #299 through #302 in 
the total amount of $105,490.01.  


APPROVE December Debt Retirement – no checks this month. 


APPROVE December Athletic Fund – checks #10861 through #10907 and checks 
#18933 through #18966 in the total amount of $32,214.32 with the 
exception of voided checks #10899, #10900, #10901, #10902 and #18962.  


APPROVE December Food Service Fund – checks #9854 through #9861 in the total 
amount of $43,228.20.  


APPROVE December Student Activity Fund – checks #20226 through #20301 in 
the total amount of $34,699.86 with the exception of voided check 
#20259.  


APPROVE December Center Program Fund – no checks this month. 


APPROVE December Joint Facilities Fund – no checks this month. 


APPROVE December Sinking Fund – check #358 in the total amount of $618.61.  


 


KP/drb 








 
 
 
 
 
East Grand Rapids High School 
Administrative Office  
   
  
MEMORANDUM 


 


Jennifer S. Fee 
Principal 


Glenn A. Mitcham 
Assistant Principal 


Lawrence V. Fisher 
Director of Guidance 


W. Scott Robertson 
Director of Athletics 
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DATE:  January 11, 2009 


TO: Dr. Sara M. Shubel 


FROM:  Jenny Fee  


RE:  Overnight Trip Approval 


East Grand Rapids High Schools seeks Board of Education approval of the Battlefields of 
Europe overnight trip. 
 
Brandon Oldenbroek and Chris Stabile, social studies teachers at the high school, have created a 
trip for East Grand Rapids High School students to the battlefields of Europe.  The trip is 
designed to compliment the U.S. History curriculum. 
 
The trip is administered through Explorica, the same organization that administers our world 
language trip run by Kim Ibara.  Currently, eleven students are signed for the battlefield trip.  
There will be four adults chaperoning the eleven students.  As always with a board approved trip, 
students will be under the student code of conduct while on the trip.  Chaperones will meet with 
parents and students prior to the trip to review the trip itinerary, rules, and student 
responsibilities. 
 
Attached is the itinerary for the trip.  Additional information can be found at the following 
website: 
https://www.explorica.com/My-Account/My-Tours/TourCenter.aspx?tourCenterCode=Stabile-7517 
 
 
cc: Anne Thomasma, Chris Stabile, Brandon Oldenbroek 



https://www.explorica.com/My-Account/My-Tours/TourCenter.aspx?tourCenterCode=Stabile-7517
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Option 1 - 3 years


REGULAR SCHOOL ELECTION RESOLUTION


East Grand Rapids Public Schools, Kent County, Michigan (the "District").


A                                 meeting of the board of education (the "Board") of the District was
held in the                                                                                                                         in the District,
on the           day of January, 2010, at              o'clock in the                                 .


The meeting was called to order by                                     , President.


Present: Members


Absent: Members


The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member                           and
supported by Member                            :


WHEREAS:


1. Pursuant to the Michigan Election Law, this Board has previously determined that
the regular school election be held annually on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in May; and


2. It is necessary to conduct the District's regular election on Tuesday, May 4, 2010, to
fill one or more Board positions; and


3. On or before Tuesday, February 23, 2010, the Board is required to certify any ballot
proposition to be submitted to the voters at such election to the election coordinator or coordinators
designated to conduct elections within the District (the "Election Coordinator").


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:


1. The regular school election of the school electors of the District be called and held
on Tuesday, May 4, 2010.


2. The proposition attached hereto as Exhibit "A" shall be submitted to the electors of
the District at the regular school election.
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3. The Election Coordinator is hereby requested to:


a. Utilize                                                                                       , a newspaper published
or of general circulation within the District, for publication of notices in accordance
with the election law requirements.


b. Utilize ballot proposition summary information, as prepared by legal counsel, in the
forms of the notices of last day of registration and election in the form as set forth in
Exhibit "B" attached hereto.


c. Provide a proof copy of the ballot to the District and its legal counsel in sufficient
time to allow the ballot to be proofread prior to printing.


4. The Secretary of this Board is hereby authorized and directed to file a copy of this
resolution with the Election Coordinator and with any Election Clerk or clerks designated to conduct
elections within the District by 4:00 p.m., on Tuesday, February 23, 2010.


5. All resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict with the provisions
of this resolution be and the same are hereby rescinded.


Ayes: Members


Nays: Members


Motion declared adopted.


                                                               
Secretary, Board of Education


The undersigned duly qualified and acting Secretary of the Board of Education of East Grand
Rapids Public Schools, Kent County, Michigan, hereby certifies that the foregoing is a true and
complete copy of a resolution adopted by the Board at a                           meeting held on January
            , 2010, the original of which resolution is a part of the Board's minutes and further certifies
that notice of the meeting was given to the public under the Open Meetings Act, 1976 PA 267, as
amended.


                                                               
Secretary, Board of Education


JJS:baf







EXHIBIT "A"


OPERATING MILLAGE PROPOSAL


This proposal will allow the school district to levy the statutory rate of 18 mills on
all property, except principal residence and other property exempted by law, required
for the school district to receive its revenue per pupil foundation allowance.


Shall the limitation on the amount of taxes which may be assessed against all property, except
principal residence and other property exempted by law, in East Grand Rapids Public Schools, Kent
County, Michigan, be increased by 18 mills ($18.00 on each $1,000 of taxable valuation) for a
period of 3 years, 2010, 2011 and 2012, to provide funds for operating purposes (17.8669 mills of
the above is a renewal of millage which expired with the 2009 tax levy and .1331 mill is a
restoration of millage lost as a result of the reduction required by the Michigan Constitution of
1963); the estimate of the revenue the school district will collect if the millage is approved and
levied in 2010 is approximately $1,100,000?







EXHIBIT "B"


SUMMARY OF BALLOT PROPOSITION TO BE INSERTED
IN THE NOTICES OF LAST DAY OF REGISTRATION AND
ELECTION:


EAST GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS
OPERATING MILLAGE PROPOSAL


EXEMPTING PRINCIPAL RESIDENCE
AND OTHER PROPERTY EXEMPTED BY LAW


18 MILLS FOR 3 YEARS


Full text of the ballot proposal may be obtained at the administrative offices of East Grand
Rapids Public Schools, 2915 Hall Street, SE, East Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506, telephone:
(616) 235-3535.  







Option 2 - 1 year


REGULAR SCHOOL ELECTION RESOLUTION


East Grand Rapids Public Schools, Kent County, Michigan (the "District").


A                                 meeting of the board of education (the "Board") of the District was
held in the                                                                                                                         in the District,
on the           day of January, 2010, at              o'clock in the                                 .


The meeting was called to order by                                     , President.


Present: Members


Absent: Members


The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member                           and
supported by Member                            :


WHEREAS:


1. Pursuant to the Michigan Election Law, this Board has previously determined that
the regular school election be held annually on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in May; and


2. It is necessary to conduct the District's regular election on Tuesday, May 4, 2010, to
fill one or more Board positions; and


3. On or before Tuesday, February 23, 2010, the Board is required to certify any ballot
proposition to be submitted to the voters at such election to the election coordinator or coordinators
designated to conduct elections within the District (the "Election Coordinator").


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:


1. The regular school election of the school electors of the District be called and held
on Tuesday, May 4, 2010.


2. The proposition attached hereto as Exhibit "A" shall be submitted to the electors of
the District at the regular school election.
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3. The Election Coordinator is hereby requested to:


a. Utilize                                                                                       , a newspaper published
or of general circulation within the District, for publication of notices in accordance
with the election law requirements.


b. Utilize ballot proposition summary information, as prepared by legal counsel, in the
forms of the notices of last day of registration and election in the form as set forth in
Exhibit "B" attached hereto.


c. Provide a proof copy of the ballot to the District and its legal counsel in sufficient
time to allow the ballot to be proofread prior to printing.


4. The Secretary of this Board is hereby authorized and directed to file a copy of this
resolution with the Election Coordinator and with any Election Clerk or clerks designated to conduct
elections within the District by 4:00 p.m., on Tuesday, February 23, 2010.


5. All resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict with the provisions
of this resolution be and the same are hereby rescinded.


Ayes: Members


Nays: Members


Motion declared adopted.


                                                               
Secretary, Board of Education


The undersigned duly qualified and acting Secretary of the Board of Education of East Grand
Rapids Public Schools, Kent County, Michigan, hereby certifies that the foregoing is a true and
complete copy of a resolution adopted by the Board at a                           meeting held on January
            , 2010, the original of which resolution is a part of the Board's minutes and further certifies
that notice of the meeting was given to the public under the Open Meetings Act, 1976 PA 267, as
amended.


                                                               
Secretary, Board of Education


JJS:baf







EXHIBIT "A"


OPERATING MILLAGE PROPOSAL


This proposal will allow the school district to levy the statutory rate of 18 mills on
all property, except principal residence and other property exempted by law, required
for the school district to receive its revenue per pupil foundation allowance.


Shall the limitation on the amount of taxes which may be assessed against all property, except
principal residence and other property exempted by law, in East Grand Rapids Public Schools, Kent
County, Michigan, be increased by 18 mills ($18.00 on each $1,000 of taxable valuation) for the
year 2010, to provide funds for operating purposes (17.8669 mills of the above is a renewal of
millage which expired with the 2009 tax levy and .1331 mill is a restoration of millage lost as a
result of the reduction required by the Michigan Constitution of 1963); the estimate of the revenue
the school district will collect if the millage is approved and levied in 2010 is approximately
$1,100,000?







EXHIBIT "B"


SUMMARY OF BALLOT PROPOSITION TO BE INSERTED
IN THE NOTICES OF LAST DAY OF REGISTRATION AND
ELECTION:


EAST GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS
OPERATING MILLAGE PROPOSAL


EXEMPTING PRINCIPAL RESIDENCE
AND OTHER PROPERTY EXEMPTED BY LAW


18 MILLS FOR THE YEAR 2010


Full text of the ballot proposal may be obtained at the administrative offices of East Grand
Rapids Public Schools, 2915 Hall Street, SE, East Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506, telephone:
(616) 235-3535.  









